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Net  civilian  disappearance  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  have  shown  reduced  seasonal 
variation  since  1942,  in  contrast  to  the  wide  seasonal  fluctuations  in  the  I920's.  With 
a  greater  proportion  of  the  total  output  coiling  in  the  fall  and  winter  months,  swings  in 
prices  during  the  past  few  years  have  tended  to  become  narrower. 
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:  ■  Content s 

Summary  

:     Recent  .Developments   

:  •  Outlook   

:     Canada:    Production  and  Consumption  of 
Poultry  Products,  1940-U3  

Summary 

Civilian  demand  for  eg^^s  for  the  first  quarter  of  19^5  will  remain 
strong,  "Per  capita  consumption  will  continue  at  leapt  at  the  record  rate 
reported  in  I9UU. 

The  War  Pood  Administration  announced  its  egg  support-price  program  for 

19^5.    Minimum  support  prices  to  producers'^r.r:e"2.U-' ceht s  te" str-aiv^ht-Kiii 

run  eggs  and  27  cents  for  candled  eggs.     The  method  of  reflecting  such  prices 

is  similar  to  that  in  effect  during  WUU. 

Marketings  of  poultry  meats  during  Decemher  have  heen  significantly 
smaller  than  in  Decemher  19^"^.     Demand,  "both  civilian  and  military,  has 
exceeded  available  supplies  and  pricerv  are  at  ceiling  levels.     In  order  to  m.eet 
requirements  of  dressed  poultry  for  the  armed  forces,   War  Pood  Order  119  was 
issued,  effective  Decemher  11.     This  order  virtually  prohihits  any  sales  of 
poultry  produced  and  processed  in  the  Del-Mar-Va    eninsula .  and  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  except  to  the  armed  services.     Consumers  along  the  Eastern  Seahoard 
will  he  materially  affected,  -since  m.ost  of  'the  poultry  from  the  affected  areas 
is  marketed  in  the  large  northeastern  urhan  communities. 
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DECEMBER  I9UU 


Egg  production  during  Novem"ber  I9UU  was  250  million  dozen,  10  percent 
above  19^"^^  and  a  record  for  that  month.    The  average  numter  of  layers  on  farms 
was  atiout  the  same  in  November  19^  as  in  Hovemher  1943i  the  rate  of  lay 

was  10  percent  higher  this  year.    Reflecting  an  apparent  record  civilian 
disappearance  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs,  wholesale  prices  of  all; grades  of  eggs 
during  November X^re  at  or  near  ceiling  levels.     Since  currently  produced  eggs 
were  insufficient  to  fulfill  the  strong  demand,  further  depletion  of  storage 
stocks  took  place.     Shell  egg  holdings  of  one  million  cases  on  December  1  were 
the  lowest  on  record  for  that  date.     However,  frozen  egg  stocks  remained  at  a 
record  high, 

— ^December  21,  IShh 

RECEInjT  DEVELOIMSNTS 

Embargo  Order  I p sued  on  Poultry 

In  order  to  avert  a  threatening  shortage  of  at  least  110  million  pounds 
of  poultry  for  the  armed  forces,   War  Food  Administration  issued  War  Food  Order 
119,  effective  December  11..     This,  order  provider  that  virtually  all  poultry 
produced  and  procepped  in  the  State  of  Dela.ware  and  the  heavy  producing  areas 
of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia  must  be  offered  for  sale  to  the 
Quartermaster  Corps.     Sales  of  not  more  than  50  chickens  per  week  for  local 
consumption  are  ex-mpt  from  restriction  upon  permission  from  the  Director. 

The  Office  of  Defense  Transportation  also  took  steps,   in  cooperation 
with  the  ivTA,  to  make  this  poultry  available  for  the  Army.    Under  C-O  L-"^  the 
transportation  of  live  poultry  by  coniQerciai  motor  vehicle  from  or  v/ithin  the 
areas  covered  by  the  Order  is  prohibited  except  in  such  instances  in  which  the 
administrator  of  V/PO  II9  grants  prior  authorization. 

troducers  in  the  designated  States  raise  about  hC  to  50  percent  of  the 
total  broiler  output.     In  1°U"^  this  amounted  to  slightly  over  "^00  million 
pounds,   live  weight.     Consumers  along  the  Eastern  Seaboard  v/ill  be  especially 
affected  by  this  order.     A  large  proportion  of  poultry  meat  shi^^ped  into  such 
cities  as  -^^Vw  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington  comes  from  the  areas 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  order.    Jor  example,  during  IQ^^"^  about  40  percent 
of  New  York  City  live  poijltry  receipts  and  70  to  BO  percent  of  the  Philadelphia, 
live  poultry  receipts  were  received  from  the  Del— Mar-Va  States. 

Supply  of  Chicken  Meat  ?ar  Below 

L" St  Year;  Prices  firm  at  Ceilings 


Receipts  of  live  poultry  at  the  Central  Western  -Primary  Markets  in  the 
U-.weeks  ending  December  lf>,  on  a  per  plant  basis,  have  been  running  about  20 
to  UO  percent  below  l?st  year.     Wnile  the  peak  of  marketings  in  l^h^  came  in 
the  week  ending  October  23,  this  year  the  seasonal  high  in  poultry  slaughter 
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in  the .  Midwestern  plants  occurred  "in  the  week  ending  OctolDer  lU* 

Reflecting  the  20  percent  reduction  in  the  nuinlier  of  chickens  raised 
in  IShk  compared  with  19'+'5.,.  suppl.i.es  -of  chicken  meat  are  Ueldw  la?t  year. 
Furthermore,  the  ratie  of  culling  during  Novem"ber  was  lighter  than  in  Novemher 
19^^«    ^he  decline  in  the  culling  rate  may  he  attrihuted  to  the  larger.-than- 
usual  inccease  for  recent  years  in  the  farm  egg  price  during  Novem"ber, 
reflected  in  improvement  in  th"e  egg-feed  pi^ice  ratla.  .  '         '    ■  • 

Broiler  production  during  Novemher  was  far  "below  that  of  last  year,  as 
indicated  hy  the  Delaware  State  Report.    The  output  of  "broilers  has  heen 
lagging  "behind  la??t  year  "because  of  the  mairketing  difficulties  encountered  this 
past  summer;    At  that  time  hroiler  growers  were  unahle  to  find  suital^le  markets 
and  the  prices  paid  to  producers  were  materially  "below  ceiling  levels^ 

The  average  price  received  "by  farmers  for  chickens  in  mid-IIovem"ber  was 
.2^  cents  per  pound,  an  increase  of  0.2  cent  from  mid-Octo"ber .    Usually,  with  .• 
increases  in  marketings,  prices  decline  slightly  from  mid-Octo"ber  to  mid- 
Novemher.     Wholesale  live  poultry  prices  in  mid-I>ecem"ber  for  almost  all  grades 
and  ii/eights  were  at  or  near  ceiling  levels.    The  strong  demand,  "both  civilian" 
"and  military,  which  developed  in  the  last  2  months,  accompanied  "by  smaller 
supplies,  i^  responsihle  for  this  situation.     This  is  in-  contrast  to  conditions 
which  existed  d'.iring  the  summer  months  when  prices  of  most  live  poultry  items 
were  "below  ceilings. 

Poultry  Storage  Inputs  in  jJovem"ber  .  .  . 

lowest  in  1^  years 

In  view  of  the  tight  poultry  meat  situation  which  developed  during 
]!rovem"ber,  very  little  poultry  was  stored  during  the  month,  and  most  of  the 
into-storage  movement  took  place  during  the  first  half  ot  the  month.  According 
to  reports  from  the  35  principal  markets,  there  was  a  net  cut-movement  of 
frozen  poultry  "during  the  second  half  .of  Uovem'ber  for  the  firpt  time  on 
record.     Withdrawals  "by  the  armed  forces  for  the  Thanksgiving  holiday  were, 
to  a  large  extent,  respohsihle  for  tMs  development,  ■ 

Total  poultry  holdings,  however,  are  at  a  record  level,  primarily 
"because  of  large  G-overnment  holdings  of  turkeys,    Por  the  first  time,  as  of 
October  1,  19^'4-,  the  Monthly  Cold  .Storage  Report  indicated' the  relative  amounts 
of  stored  poultry  held  "by  the  Government  and  "by  commercial. -firms  as  reported 
"by  the  warehouses.     The  Decem"ber  1  G-overnment  ho")  dings  amounted  to  9'+*l 
million  pounds  of  35  percent  or  the  total.    No n- governmental  'holdings  were 
significantly  ahove  the  pre-war  (l9^5"*39)  average. 
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Table  1.-  Poultry  storage  stocks:    United  States,  Novenb-r  1 
and  Decenber  1,  19 '^5-39  averase,  loU^Uli 


Month  and  year 


Nov.  -1,  19^5--^9 

average 
Dec.  1,  19^5-'^9 

average 
Nov.  1,  1QU3' 
Dec.  1,  iqU^ 
Nov.  1,  19^1+ 
Dec.  1,  IQUU 


Total 

'iToooTbT' 

78,25^ 

117, 99^+ 
ll+0,2^ 
197,880 

2UU,075 
270,067 


G-overnnent 

holdings 
"1,000  l"bT~' 


No  n-C-o  ver  ninent 

 ^^l^il^il  

1,000  lb. 

78,253 


87,^99 
9^,081 


117,99^ 

1U0,230 
197,880 
156,676 
175,986 


1/     Includes  G-overrjnent  holdings,  for  which  information  is  not  .available. 

Jrom  Novemher  25  through  Decemher  9,  inputs  of  frozen  poultry  in  35 
markets  have  heen  only  19*3  million  pounds  compared  with  26. U  million  poxmds 
in  the  same  period  of  19^3,  and  a  1935-^9  -  3-ver age  of  21.^4-  million  pounds.  A 
larger-than-usual  portion  of  the  in-mcvement  took  place  in  the  Northeastern 
area.     This  is  prohably  due  to  the  movement  of  poultry  off  the  farms  in  the 
Del-Mar-Va  region  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  the  Var  Food  Order  119 • 

Egg-lrice  Support  Program  Announced 
iBy__War ^  Food  Adinini stration 

The  Steafi-all  Amendment  reajair*-s  the  Government  to  take  all  lai-rfnl  means 
to  support  prices  of  "proclaimed"  crops,  among  which  are  shell  eggs,  at  a 
minimum  of  PO  percent  of  parity  for  at  lea?t  2  years  after  the  January. 1 
follov/ing  the  cessation  of  hostilities.     In  order  to  effectuate  the  provisions 
of  this  anendm.ent,  ¥ar  Food  Administration  on  December  12  a.nnounced  its 
support  prices  for  l^k^.     For  1°U5  ^-VFA  is  supporting  egg  prices  to  producers 
at  a  minimum  of  2h  cents  a  dozen  for  straight-run  eggs  and  27  cents  for 
candled  egr^-s. 

The  method  of  reflecting  these  pric-s  to  fpjrme^s  will  he  as  follows: 
WA.  will  purc'Hase  eggs  f rom 'huying  agents  who  have  pa.id  producers  the 
announced  prices.     These  buying  agents  in  turn  will  deliver  the  eggs  to  WFA 
at  the  announced  prices  plus  a  designat-d  mark-up  for  handling  and  packaging. 
This  method  of  operation  is  similar  to  the  one  which  was  in  effect  during 
19^^. 

During  I9UU,  WFA  purchased  for  price  supj  ort  purposes  approximately 
5-1/2  million  cases  of  shell  eggs.     These  shell  eg--s  were  dispos-d  of  in 
various  ways,  a  portion  being  sold  to  the  tra.de  for  dehydrating  contracts 
and  ahout  2  million  cases  being  processed  into  frozen  form  for  '.-/FA.     A  sm.all 
part,  probahly  ^00,000  to  500,000  cases  vras  distributed  through  relief 
channels.     In  the  neighborhood  of  200  thousand  cases  were  diverted  f-^r  feed 
purposes. 
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In  supporting  the  market,   War  Food  Administration  exceeded  its  ori^^inal 
dried  egg  19-^  purchase  program  of  125  iiiillion  pounds.     The  excess  purchases 
will  "be  in  dried  form  or  will  "be  earmt^rked  for  that  purpose  at  the  "beginning 
of  19^5.  •  All  together  IffA  will  have  purchased  in  l^kk  about  90  million  pounds 
of  dried  egg  or  its  equivalent  in  shell  or  frozen  form  in  excess  of  current 
requirements  for  price-support  operations.     This  would  repres*=^nt  ahout  9 
million  cases  of  shell  eggs.     As  of  Decem'ber  1,   it  is  estimated  that  WFA  owns 
250  thousand  case?  of  shell  eggs  and  71  million  pounds  of  frozen  eggs. 

In  19^^  purchases  of  shell  eggs  for  price  support  purposes  were 
instituted  in  the  first  wep-k  of.  January  in  the  Northeast,  "but  did  not  gain 
momentum  in  the  country  until  the  last  half  of  Fe'bruary.    Purchased  orieinally 
..were  made  on  a  graded  "basis,  "but  hecause  of  the  heavy  receipts  of  eggs 

accompanied  "by  a  shortage  of  manpower,  a  program  was  inaugurated  at  the  "be— 
'ginning  of  April  under  which  ungraded  eggs  (Curi-ent  Receipts)  were  also  "bought. 
As  of  April  5i  1'^^^,  "buying  agents  were  authorized  to  pay  producers  a  minimun 
.of  26  cents  "a  dozen  for  such  eggs. 

r 

Effective  yiny  9>   this  paying  price  was  increased  1  cent  and  this 
support  price  remained  in  effect  until  July  "^,    During  the  -spring  months  of 
19^^,  prices  received  "by  farmers  as  percentage  of  parity  .v;ere  as  follox/s: 
March,  102  percent;  April,  9I  percent';  'May,  39  percent;  June  S9  percent.  For 
the  first  11  months  of  19^^,  the  farm  egg' price  averaged  "^2.3  cents  per  dozen, 
92  percent  of  parity. 

Rate  of  Lay  10  Percent  Above 
That  of  Last  Year 

Farm  egg  production'  for  Novem"ber  is  estimated  at  2U9.S  million- do zen, 
10  percent  above  the  previous  November  record  in  19^'^.    Accounting  -for -this 
large  production  was  the  continuation  of  the  exceptionally  high  rate  of  lay 

--.per  lay e'r  -which,  d\;iring 'November ,  v/as  reported  at  7*^2  .eggs,.  10  percent  above 
'the  November  '19.14- 'ra.t.e.    For  the  .first  11  months  of  19^.^,   the  rate  of  lay  per 

•    layer  was.  1"^9  egr:;s,-  3'  percent  above  the  19^'"^  record  and  12  percent  above  the 
19 7 "3-142,  average  for'  the  11-month  period.     Basi.er  f.eed  supplies  and  ?.ii.;d 
weather  during  the  fall  probably  had  some  effect  in  keeping  the  rat'^  cf  lay 
high.     Farm  egg  production  for  January-November  19^^+  amounted. to  k^^OS  million 
dozen,  almost  equal  to  the  igUIt-  12-month  total.- 

The  average  nuiriber  of  layers  on  farms  during  Novembt-r,  kOh  million  birds, 
v;as  about  the  same  as  in  November  19^3-     '^he-  numb-r  of  potential  lay-3rs 
(hens  and  pullets  plus  pullets  not  of  laying' age)  on  farms  Dece r,"!;; e."'^-  1  was 
g  percent  less. than  the  previous  year  but.,l6  percent  above  the  To ->^.a-;c -r  1 
19 "^8-^2  average.  .  On  November  1,  19^^,  potential  layers  were  10  peicent  fewer 
■  than  a  year  earlier,  which  indicates  a  lighter  culling  from  November  to 
December  1  last  year. 

Receipts  of  Eg^s_^Increasing  Seasonally; 

..Civilian  Dig  appearance  at  Record  Rate  ' 

Receipts  of  eggs  during  December  were  ihcreasing  -seasonally  and, 
except  for  the  Pacific  .Coast  markets ,  were  heavier  thanin  19^3.     Compared  v/ith 
last  year  the  receipts  at  the  Central  ¥esterri' Primary  Markets,  Eastern  egg 
auctions  and  at  the  '4  principal  markets,  for  the  U-v/eek  period  ending 
December  9»  were  1+1,   11,  and  I5  percent,  respectively,  above  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.    However,  receipts  at  the  Pacific  Coast  markets  during 
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the  sane  period  were  running  slightly  behind  those  of  19^3.     Although  receipts- 
at  the  Central  Western  trinary  Markets  are  far  ahead  of  last  year,  this  is  not 
a  true  indication  of  increases  in  egg  supplies.     Last  year  during  December, 
many  eggs  were  being  utilized  for  dehydrating  purposes,  while  this  year, 
because  of  declines  in  requirements  for  drying  needs,  most  of  the  eg£:s  are 
finding  their  way  into  the  large  terminal  markets  for  current  consumption. 

Production  of  dried  e^g  during  November  and  December  19^"5  wao  22.2 
and  21,1  million  pounds,  respectively.     Diaring  November  and  Decem.ber  19^^, 
dried  egg  production  probably  will  total  materially  less,  since  WFA  pnrc -a sed 
hS.2  million  pound-s  for  de"'.ivery  in  November  and  December  194-3,  v/hile,  for  the 
same  months  of  19^^,   contracts  outstanding  totaled  only  20.3  million  pounds. 

Civilian  disappearance  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  for  the  past  few  months 
has  been  at'  a  record  rate  of  approximat^^ly  "^.00  million  dozen  per  month. 
Although  accurate  data  are  not  available  since  November,  all  reports  point  to 
a  continuation  of  a  high  rate  of  disappearance.    Among  such  indications, 
compared  with  19^^f  ^.re  the  increases  in  market  receipts  and  heavier  movement 
of  eggs  into  retail  channels^  as  shown  by  reports  issued  from  Chicago  ant- 
San  Francisco.     Slightly  lower  retail  prices  this  fall  than  in  the  fall  of 
19^3,  higher  cons\am6r  incomes,  and  pos^^ibly  shortages  of  suppli-s  of  red  meats 
as  a  source  of -protein,  have  been  responsible  for  civilian  egg  consumption 
remaining  at  record  levels. 

Table  2.-  Estimated  civilia.n  disappearance  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs, 
United  States,  1925-29  average,  igi+O-i+U 


Jan.]Eeb.]  Mar,|  Apr.]  May  |June  \  July,*  Aug,  [Sept.  |  Oct:..]  Nov,]  Dec 


Year 

■  •  * 

Jan. 'Feb.* 

■  »  • 

:  Mil. 

Mil . 

•  doz . 

doz . 

1925-29 

average 

:203.7 

2Ug.6 

I9UO 

.2l+g,S 

27^.9 

19^1 

279.7 

291.6 

19^2 

28g.O 

277.^4 

191+3  ' • 

299.7 

293.2 

l3kk  , 

316.2 

■^09.1 

(irartial  data  for  cover  chart) 


Loz . 


doz.  doz. 


doz.     doz.  doz. 


203.7  2Ug.6  36g.O  3^0.9  "^23.9  303.9  301.^  287.5  267.1  24i+.3  201.9  196,9 


December  1  Shell  i^g~  Stocks  Lowest 

Or.  Record  for  that  Date 


Continuation  of  strong  consumer  demand  for  shell  eggs  and  insufficient 
quantities  of  curently  produced  eggs  resulted  in  a  further  depletion  of  cold 
storage  stocks  during  November,    As  of  December  1,  cold  storage  shell  egg 
stocks  were  1.0  million  cases,  0,7  J^iHion  cases  below  those  of  the  same  date 
in  19^"^,  and  the  lowest  on  record  for  that  date.     Of  the  1  m.illion  cases 
remaining  in.  storage,  ^75»000  6\vned^y.  ^VS'A,  the  arm-d  forces  and  other 
G;cjvernment  agencies, 

Frozen  egg  withdrawals  during  November  were  5^»^  million  pounds  (I.6 
m.illion  cases  shell  eg^:  equivalent)  ,   slightly  below  the  1PU3  v/ithdrawals  but 
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materially  a"bove  the  19^S-U2  averar^e  out-movement .     Of  the  totpl  frozen  eg^<  in 
storage  Decemht-r  1,   "^"^  percent  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.     Most  of  th( 
frozen  egg  owned  "by  the  Government  prota-tly  v;ill  be  dried  in  the  near  future. 
Contracts  have  recently  heen  made  to  perform  this  eervioe.     Total  stocks  of 
frozen  and  shell  eggs  on  Decemher  1  were  equivalent  to  6.9  million  cases. 
Since  December  1  according  to  reports  from  the  ^5  markets,  withdrawals  of  .. 
frozen  egg  have  been  fa.irl:'  heavy.    Dried  egg  stocks  on  Decem.ber  1  —  110 
million  pounds  —  were  equivalent  to  10.9  million  cases. 


Table  3.-  Cold  storage  holdings  of  egg  products,  United  States, 
December  1,  19 35- "^9  average,  IQUVUU 


Dec.  1,  191+3  : 

Dec.  1,  191+1+ 

Egg 

!  Dec.  1  average: 

total 

Dec.  1,  19UU  : 

non-Government- 

products 

:        1935-39  : 

holdings  l/  : 

total  holdings: 

owned  holdings 

1,000  cases 

1,000  cases 

1,000  cases 

1,000  cases 

Shell   , 

2,037 

1,720 

l,0l+g 

573 

Frozen  2/ . . . . 

2,^15 

^,597 

5,g6l 

3,902 

Dried  ij   . . 

5,611+ 

11,01^ 

2,002 

l/~  Includes  WFA  "{formerly  F3CC)  holdings. 
2/     Case  equivalent,  converted  on  basis  of  37»5  pound?  to  the  case. 
_y     Ca=:e  eauivalent,  converted  on  basis  of  10  pounds  to  the  case. 


Wholesale  Prices  of  Shell  Eggs  at  Ceiling 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-November  —  ^-3.1+ 
cents  per  dozen  —  was  k.G  cents  higher  than  in  mid-October,  up  slightly  more 
than  seasonally.     The  farm  price  was  92  percent  of  parity.     Wholesale  prices 
of  top  grade  eggs,  which  were  at  ceiling  on  Octobf^r  I5,  ro?e  2  cents  to  mid- 
November,  a  permitted  gain  under  price  ceiling  regulations.    Lov/er  grades  were 
belov;  the  ceiling  m.id-October ,  but  by  November  I5  were  at  the  ceiling. 
Current  Receipts  at  Chicago,  v;hich  on  October  I6  were  36-'^S-l/2  cents  per 
dozen,  were  at  the  ceiling  price  of  1+1-1+1+  cents  on  November  15- 

From  November  I5  to  December  12  only  slight  variations  in  quotations 
were  recorded,   since  ceiling  levels  were  unchanged  during  that  interval,  ¥ith 
a  strong  demand  for  currently  produced  egr^s,   and  cold  storage  stocks  of  shell 
eggs  at  the  low-st  level  evr^r  reported,   supplii-s  of  eggp,   especially  top  grade 
were  in'Suf f icient  to  meet  current  demands.    As  a  result,  both  top  and  lower 
grades  were  quoted  at  ceiling  Ibvels, 

Poultry  I'roducts  Feed-^Tice  Ratios 
Improved  Considerably 

With  egg,  chicken,  and  turkey  prices  increasing  and  feed  prices  declini 
slightly,  the  relationship  br-tween  prices  received  by  farmers  for  poultry 
products  and  feed  pirices  improved  substantially  during  the  month  ending 
Novem.ber  I5,  I9I+I+,     Chicken-feed  and  turkey-feed  price  relationships  were  near 
the  long-time  average,  but  the  egg-feed  price  ra.tio  was  below  the  November 
I933-.I+2  average.    However,  the  egg-feed  price  ratio    increased  2.8  points,  the 
largest  inccease  for  the  month  ending  November  I5,   since  1937» 
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Ta"ble  h,-  Poultry  products  feed-price  ratio; 
United  States,  iq^VU2  a,vera£;e,  19143-^14- 


Year 


Jan. 'Fell.  I  Mar.j  Apr.:  May  \  Junej  July:  Aug.j.  Sept.IOct.j  Nov.  {Dec 


iiver- 


Chicken-feed 


19  "^^-^2 
average 

19^^ 
lQUi+- 


L9 37-^2 
average 

19^3 

1933-^2; 

a.vercf;c 

19^3 
I3kk 


12.1 
12.1 
10.6 


1-^.3 
16.0 
li|.3 


20.2 
21. U 
15.3 


12.1 
12.3 
10.^ 


13.0 

15. U 
lU.l. 


16.6 
IS.^ 
lU.l 


12.2 
12.2 
10. U 


12.9 
lif.9 
13.7 


1U.5 

17.7 
13.2 


12.1 

12.3 
10.3 


12. U 
Ih.k 


13. S 

16. g 
11. g 


11.6 
12.1 

10.6 


11.6 


13, g 

16.  g 
11. g 


11.5 

12.1 
lO.k 


11.0 
11.9 

10.6 


Turkey-f  eed 


11. U 
13. g 
13.2 


11.6 

13. 

13.1 


13.9 
16.9 
12."^ 


li^.7 
17.1 
13.6 


10.9 
12.0 
10.7 


12.3 

13.5 
13.6 


15.9 
lg.2 


11.0 

11.7 
10.6 


12.  g 
1^.5 
13.9 


ig.i 
19.3 
15.9 


11.5 
11. u 
10.7 


1U.6 

13. g 
■1U.-5 


21.5 
20.9 
17.5 


11.6 

11.!+ 
11.2 


15.9 
15.3 
15. g 


24.5 
22.0 
20.3 


11.2  11. ,^4 
10.9  '11  .-9 


16.0  15,0 
IU.9  15:2 


22.6  17.5 
20.1  Ig.g 


1/    Simgle  average  of  the  12  months,   except  for  turkeys,  which  have  weighted  average, 

.      '  OUTLOOK 


Commercial  Broiler  Production  to  Increase 
Materially  Within" the  Next" 3  Months  • 


■  The  demand  for  chicken  meat  will  -be  strong  during _ the  next  few  months. 
In  addition  to  a  well-sustained  civilian  demand,  the  Army  Quartermaster  Corps 
plans  to  obtain  a  large  amount  of  poultry  meat.     This  food  is  to  he  used  as  a 
morale  "builder  for  American  service  men  overseas  and  in  ho.spitals.  Reflecting 
high  consumer  incomes  and  smaller  supplies  of  red.  meats  -  during  the  first  half 
of  19 ^5  than  in  the  first  half  of  1944,  civilian  demand  will  exceed  available 
supplies  at  ceiling  prices.     Civilian  per  capita  consumption  of  poultry  meat, 
at  least  during  the  first  half  of  1945,  will  b'^  ,b.elov  that  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  1944.  •  • 

The  commercial  broiler  industry  is  one  in  v/hich  production  changes  can 
be  brought  about  quickly.     Only  12  to  I6  weeks  are  required  to  grow  broilers. 
Most  of  this  production  is  centrally  located,  primarily  in  the  Del-Mar-Va 
Peninsula  and  certain  counties  in  Virginia,   Georgia,  Arkansas,   and  Vest  Virginia 
Returns  to  broiler  gorwers  and  feed  supplies  are  the  factors  which  determine 
contraction  or  expansion  of  the  industry.     Indications  are  that,  at  present 
ceiling  prices,   return?  to  broiler  growers  are  favorable.     Feed  supplies  for 
the  coming  year  are  ample,  an  important  consideration  since  most  of  the 
raising  of  broiler's  takes  place  in  deficit  feed  areas. 


I 
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Comnercial  hatchings  during  lTovein"ber  were  IS  percent  lower  than  a  year 
earlier.     However,  in  the  New  England  States,  the  principal  source  of  chicks 
for  the  "broiler  producing  areas,  hatchings  during  Novemher  were  up  26  percent. 
A  strong  demand  for  chicks  in  the  conmercial  broiler  areas  probably  v/ill 
contiiiue.    Irobable  increases  in  broiler-production,  up  to  20  percent  over  last 
year,  will  be  recorded  near  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  19^5  conrpared 
v;ith  the  first  quarter  of  ISkk, 

?eed  Supplies  ample 

The  December  1  crop  report  indicates  a  favorable  feed  supply  situation 
for  the  next  9  months,  at  least.    A  record  corn  crop  of  "^.2  million  bushels, 
and  large  crops  of  oats,  barley,   grain  sorghums,  and  fairly  large  supplies'  of 
byproduct  feeds  indicate  that  supplies  of  feed  available  through  next  spring 
and  summer  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  requirements.     On  a  grain-consuming 
animal  unit  basis,   supplies  of  all  feed  concentrates  probably  will  be  9  percent 
above  that  for  the  l^k'^Uh  marketing  year  and  only  slightly  belov:  the  record 
feed  supply  per  animal  available  in  the  19^2—-^  marketing  year. 

Table  5«~  Feed  supplies  for  crop  year  in  relation  to  the 
number  of  livestock  on  farms,  1917~^5 


.Item 


Tour  feed  grains    2/  ... 

^Vheat  and  rye  ^   

Byprpdv.ot     feeds    kj  ... 
Total   


Grain-consuming 
animal  units,  Jan.  1 


Supply  per  animal  unit. .,.! 
ij.  Expected. 


19 -^7-1+1 

.     19U2-UI  : 

I9UI1-I15  1/ 

average 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

116.5 

lkl,k 

lie. 5 

111.? 

k.k 

13.6 

li^.l 

15.^ 

13. H 

lg.6 

IS. 6 

1^6.2 

17"^.^ 

163.^ 

155.2 

millions 

millions 

mil'^-  ions 

millions 

112.6 

159.6 

170.5 

lUS.O 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

1.0"^ 

1.09 

""796 

1.05 

L  October  1, 

oats  July  1, 

and  barley. 

J\ine  1, 

exclusive  of  stocks  in  interior  ©ills,  elevators  and  v/arehouses,  production 
of  all  sorghums  for  grain, 
3/    Amount  fed  on  farms,'  year,  beginning  "October. 

Oilseed  cake  and  meal,  animal  proteins,  and  mill  byj^rcducts^, ,  year 
beginning  October. 

Egg  ■Production  to  Increase  Seasonally  but  Belov/  I9UU 

Egg  production  on  farms  is  at  a  seasonal  low  in  November  owing  to  the 
low  rate  of  lay.     Erom  November  through  April  seasonal  monthly  gains  in  egg 
production  are  recorded.    Although  egg  production  will  increase  seasonally, 
production  is  expected  to  be  less  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^5  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  I9UU,    As  -Qf  December  1,  the  number  of  potential 
layers  on  farms  (hens  and  pullet and  pullets  not  of  laying  age)  was 
estimated  at  8  percent  below  that  of  the  previous  year.    Although  some 
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variation  from  this  decrease  'is  prolDable,  it  is  expected  that  the  niimher  of 
layers  during  19^5  will  average  in  the  neighhorhood  of  7  to  10  percent  "below 
that  of  ISkk,  ■  ■ 

The  rate  of  lay  during  the  first  Quarter  of  19^5  is  not  expected  to 
remain  at  the  record  levels  which  were  recorded  during  the 'first  quarter  of 
I'^hh,    The  ratio  of  hens  to  pullets  during  the  past  few  years  has  heen  de- 
clining and  as  of  January  1,  19^*^,  was  the  lowest  on  record.  '  Of  the  total' 
numher  of  layers  on  that  date,   "^"^  percent  were  hens  and  67  percent  were 
pullets.     Indications  are. that  this  trend  may  he  reversed  and  an  adjustment 
to  a  more  nearly  normal  relationship  hetween  hens  and  pullets  may  take  place, 
^Furthermore,  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^^,   extremely  mild  weather  pre-  ■ 
vailed,  which  v/a?  very  favorahle  for  an.  increase  in  product  ion-.  Offsetting' 
these  factors  pointing  to  a  decrease  iri  the  rate  of  lay  is  the  more  favorahle 
feed  supply  situation  for  .the  early,  part  of  19'+5« 

Civilian  Demand  for  Shell  Eggs  Will      ,  "       •  ■ 

Remain  Strong  .    .  '      '     '  . 

Change's  in  consumer  expenditures  for  eggs  are  closely  associated  with 
changes  in  national  income.    For  the  first  quarter  of  19^5i  national  income 
prohahly  will  "be  at  least  as  much  'as  'in  the  first  quarter  of  19UU.  Accordingly 
civilian  demand  will  remain  strong,  '  Retail,  egg  prices  are  expected  to  he 
somewhat  lower  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^5  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  19^.  'This  should- re^sult  in  the  "ptr  'capita  consumption  of  eggs  for 
the  next  few  mionths  contihui-ng  at  least  at  the  recoed  rata  in,  19'+^. 

trices  recei'ved  hy  farmers  ■during'  the  first  Quarter  of  19^5  pi'o'bahly 
will  average  somewhat  lower  than  in  January- March  1^44.     At  that  time  farm 
price  of  eg'gs  averaged  "^2.2  cents  per  dozen,  99'  P^i'cent  of  parity.  Egg 
production  vy.ll  he  smaller  in  the  first  quarter  of  19*^5  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  19^^.    Although  significant  increases  in  dried  egg 
outlets  for  lend-lease  purposes  have  recently  heen  indicated  ahove  any 
heretofore  ^presented.    I'rodUction  'of  dried  egg  In  any  large  volume  ov-er:.- 
currently  produced  eggs  is  not  expfected  to  occur  until  well  along  in  the 
first  Quarter  of  19'-l-5*    furthermore,  large  frozen  egg  stocks  may  fulfill  the 
needs  for  dehydrating  purposes.     The  comhination  of  th'-se  factors  prohahly 
will  lea.ve  more  egg's  ava-ilaJple  for'  civilian  purp-O's'es. 

,    GMADA:    PRODUCTION  AlTD  CONSUMiTION  OF  POl^LTRY  IRODUCTS,  13kO~kj, 

The  expansion  of  the  Canadian  poultry  arid  egg  industry  from  19^+0  'to 
19^3  was  an  important  development  "in  that  country's  wartime  economy.  Thia 
expansion  was  not  auite  as  great  as  that  which  "took  place  in  the  United  States. 
In  19^3>  Car.adian  egg  production  (farm  plus  nonfarm)  wag  "^22  million  dozen 
compared  with  2^2  million  dozen  in  19^,   an  increase  of  33  percent.  The 
increase  in  production'  was  'urimarily  due  to  a  29  percent  rise  in  the  ni-imher 
of  layers.    During  the  same  interval,  United  States  egg  production  rose  37 
percent,  of  which  ahout  2h  percent  was  due  to  the  increase  in  the  numher  of 
layers.     In  l^U"^,  production  per  hen  in  Canada  was  II6  eggs  compared  with 
111  eg^rs  in  the  United  States.     Canadian  output  of  poultry  meat  (including 
turkeys,  ducks,  and  geese)  in  19^3  was  279  million  pounds,  19  percent  above 
the  I9U0  output.     In  the  same  period,  production  in  the  United  States 
increased  .percent. 
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Although  Canadian  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  from  I9U0  to' 19^3 
increased  suti st ant i ally  more  than  that  in  the  United  States,  the  28U  per 
capita  disappearance  of  eggs  in  19^3  was  far  "below  the  3^3- per  capita  con- 
sur.ption  in  the  United  States,    trior  to  the  war,  consumption  of  poultry  meat 
in  the  United  States  was  aTsout  10  percent  greater  than  in  Canada.     Since  I9U0 
consumption  in  the  United  States  on  a  per  capita  "basis  has  increased  at  a 
suhstantially  greater  rate  than  in  Canada,    •t'ro'bahly  this  is  "because  the 
production  of  chicken  meat  in  Canada  was  looked  upon  as  a  luxury  item  and 
was  discouraged. 

Prices  for  eggs  in  Canada  have  "been  below  those  in  the  United  States. 
In  19^+2  and  .I9U3  the  average  pric^  per  dozen  received  "by  farmers  in  Canada 
was  29  and  31*3  ceats,  respectively,  which  comparee  with  the  29»9  ^^id  37  cents 
received  "by  producers  in  the  United  States.    Encouragement  of  production  was 
"brought  ahout  "by  paying  "bonuses  on  the  eggs  purchased  "by  the  Special  troducts 
Board  for  delivery  to  the  British  Food  Mission.     In  the  early  years  of  the  v:ar 
Canada  exported  shell  eggs,  "but  since  I5U2  almost  all  exports  have  "been  in  the 
form  of  dried  egg.-     In  1939  exports  from  Canada  only  amounted  to  the  equivalent 
of  1."^  million  dozen,  "but  hy  I9U3  the  British  Ministry  of  Food  agreed  to 
purchase  the  eauivalent  of  63  million  dozen  eggs  in  dried  form". 

Ta"ble  6.-  Canada:    Production  and  disappearance  of  eggs  and 
poultry  with  United  State.s  comparison,  19^0-^-3 


Commodity 

'[  Unit 

'    19UO  • 

>  • 
1  « 

19^1  ; 

» 

19h2 

•  19^3 

• 
* 

Eggs 

Canada:    -Production  l/ 

:      Mil,  doz,^ 

!  ■  2^2.2 

251.1 

285. S 

321.8 

Per  capita  production... 

Eggs 

:  255-^ 

261.  g 

29H.3 

■326.9 

Per  capita  disappearance 

!  « 

!  2U3.5 

2kk.2 

28i+.3 

United  States:    per  capita 

-fl 

I    322.  •. 

392 

U3i+ 

Per  capita  disappearance 

316.5 

310.6 

.311.1 

3^2.9 

Poultry  meat  3/  ' 

Canada:  Production 

Mil.  Ih. 

•  23^.0 

231+.9 

273.5 

279.^ 

Per  capita  production.... 

Lh. 

!  20.56 

20, Ul 

23.^7 

23.65 

Per  capita  disappearance}  L"b. 

20.50 

19.53 

23.52 

22.72 

United  States:    per  capita?  .            ..      : . 

!  21.2 

23.2 

25.7 

31.2 

Per  capita,  disappearance  ] 

2/   • 

Lb. 

t  21.56 

22.96 

25.19 

31.35 

 ,  i  :  

17    Excludes  eggs  ««ed.  for  hatching  on  farm.s. 

2/    Disappearance  for  civilians  o,nly. 

3/     Inoludes  chickens,  turkeys,  ducks,  and  geese,  etc. 


Source  of  Canadian  statistics:    The  Canada  Year"book  19U"^-U1+. 
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